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Join in the conversation!

On Tuesday 15 March Focus on Dementia were delighted to host a meeting with Dementia 
Reference Group members, colleagues from Inverclyde Health and Social Care Partnership and 
local third sector partner, Your Voice. The meeting provided an opportunity to:

Inverclyde Dementia Support and Services Leaflet: https://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/health-and-
social-care/dementia-friendly-inverclyde/dementia-friendly-inverclyde

Anne Malarkey, Head of Mental Health, Alcohol and Drug Recovery and Homelessness 
Services, Inverclyde Health and Social Care Partnership opened the meeting by thanking the 
group for their contribution and dedication to the programme. Brenda Friel, Improvement 
Advisor, presented a summary on the achievements of the programme and how the Dementia 
Reference Group has influenced the work. The leaflet below is an example of work 
co-designed by the group and the programme. The group were also involved in the co-design 
of a mobile App and testing of a “Single Quality Question” to support the evaluation of 
services.

• thank the Dementia Reference Group for their involvement in 
the programme

• summarise project achievements
• discuss what went well during the programme and if anything 

could have been better
• discuss how the Dementia Reference Group would like to 

contribute to future dementia improvement work in Inverclyde

https://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/dementia-friendly-inverclyde/dementia-friendly-inverclyde


“It’s been a learning 
curve…I didn’t realise how 
many types of dementia 

there are”

“It was isolating during the 
pandemic…this group came at 

the right time as support 
through community 

connections were reduced”

We asked the group to discuss what went well during the programme and if anything could have been better. The overriding theme 
was that being part of the Dementia Reference Group and having the opportunity to be part of the programme was a positive 
experience. People appreciated the opportunity to be listened to and their opinion valued. Here is a flavour of what the group said:

Next Steps

The Inverclyde Dementia Reference Group will continue to meet on a regular basis 
and will link with Inverclyde Health and Social Care Partnership to inform the 
Inverclyde Dementia Strategy group, which will continue the work.

“Face to face meetings –
you can’t hug a computer 

”

“It is good to know you 
are not alone – you have 
support from the group”

“Carers, group members and lived 
experience are the experts and can 

help others with any challenges 
they may face.”

What went well during the programme? What could have been better?

“Co-ordination – this is an 
ongoing thing, important the 
work continues to organise a 

co-ordinated approach”

“Face to face is better, 
online is daunting and 

isolating”


